St Mons €adisircR C
(Flixton)

A Missionany:Parish

OA Missionary Parish is one t
itself and more concerned with the world around it.
It is a community that understands that it is both
called and sent by God.
ACathoicCommunity convinced t he
extends beyond the Parish boundaries to spread the
story of Jesus t hromwgdemnS a ct
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THE PARISH COMMUNITY

There are several arterial routes to the
church providing ease of access from
Flixton, Urmston, Davyhulme and
beyond. The Parish has a car parking
area with space for 38 cars and
planning permission to build a further 20
places. On road parking is extensive.
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St Moni cads School
Church and has a total of 359 pupils.
As well as families, parents and children
of the School many of the staff and
Governors are active members of the
parish.

The School was built as a result of fund
raising by the Parishioners and has one
of the largest intakes of local Catholic
Primary Schools.

The Parish/School links are extremely
strong and the School was graded as
iOut standi ngo Relgious
Education (Section 48) Inspection

OGVERALLEFFECTI VENESS OF THE SCHOOL

St Mo n i c a dsslocated inrFlxton
adjacent t o St Mo n
Church serves a population of 2400 and
has 665 homes on the Parish register.
The seating capacity is over 500. The 3
Christmas Masses are attended by 1200+
parishioners and visitors. The average
weekend Mass attendance is 400 and in
2014/15 offering contributions exceeded
£93k.

The Church has an integral annex called
the Aubilee Roomo Ibwas opened on the
18th November 1999 and serves as a
regular meeting place for Parish groups
andprovides a aftei schoal
service. The room has disabled access,
toilets and a kitchen. This has proved to

be an invaluable resource and an
extension to the room has been
proposed.

fPartnership with the parish is outstanding; particularly the active Parish Forum and

the Sacramental Programme.o

I' S OUTS



firhe Parish Priest is fully involved in the religious life of the school and visits
regularly going into the classrooms and talking to the children. Parents were
extremely complimentary regarding the
and the childre n 6 s | The sacrgmental programme is delivered by catechists
from the parish, and parents are encouraged to be actively involved and they are
supported on their journey through spiritual guidance / catechist meetings for
parents. o

ANew f amndiplpilsear® welcomed into the school community through a variety
of activities to ensure a smooth induction including a welcome pack, welcome Mass
and meeting with parents. o

ATHE QUALITY OF WITNESS IS OUTSTANDINGO

firhe Spiritual Mentor has an important role to play in fostering a partnership with
parents and the parish. Close links with the parish are enhanced with the regular
visits of the Parish Priest and the work of the catechists for the sacramental
programme.6 6 (RE section 48 inspection Feb 2014)

THE PARISHIONERS

St Moni c a6 s Fo@mmas fiormed fgllowing
the Sion Mission in 2010 and as a development of
t he Parish 06 \WAaAttendedrby pridsts,ahm
schoold s hteaehdr, staff and governors as well as
numerous parishioners and representatives from the
many Parish groups. The Forum provides an
opportunity for everyone to present their ideas to
develop the parish community, meet the spiritual and
pastoral needs of the people, helping all of us to
grow in Faith and to spread the Word of God.

Our recently appointed Parish Administrator supports
the Parish Priest and the ever increasing role of the
Parish Forum and its team of volunteers. The work of
the administrator is supported by many parishioners in
co-ordinating the various parish group activities and the
work of the Parish Forum and the visiting team

The Parishioners provide outreach in a number of
ways. Following a Sion Mission in 2010 the Forum
decided to set up a Visiting Team with sole
responsibility of Visiti
parish register providing information about services
and offering welcome and prayer, as well as offering
welfare services. Our safeguarding team ensures
adequate training and DBS disclosures are in place

Celebrate with St Monica’s this Christmas!
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for all the visiting team and all Parish workers who

. ) The Visiting Team delivers
work with vulnerable adults and children. g
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The Church provides collective celebration for
parishioners and families. The Sacramental
and Baptismal programme provide many
opportunities  for families to prepare
supported by the congregation. We welcome
the new reception class and bid farewell to
the year 6 School leavers and their families.
The pupils return to the Parish as part of the
IMPACT group. We celebrate World Mission
Sunday with parishioners from different
cultures wearing their national dress. We also
celebrate our Parish anniversary.

The people are the Church and many
parishioners support the Church in
providingb ot h A Wo r selconea
There are those who help with the day
to day function of the church, providing
ministries and evangelisation and those
who run parish groups to enhance the
skills and provisions for other
parishioners.

Il n response to our Holy
Parish to take in a Refugee family we began
working with Caritas last September. We have
worked with them to enable us to become one of
the first to be considered by the Home Office as fit
and ready to adopt a family. One of our
Parishioners was invited to the House of Lords to
attend a meeting to put forward our views and
support Caritas in their work. We have carefully
researched all of the requirements and
responsibilities involved in such support to ensure
we are ready.

The outreach work of the Parish
Community resulted in five new members
being welcomed into the Church at the
Easter Vigil 2016 where they received the
sacraments of: Baptism, Confirmation and
Holy Communion. The new members
received support and instruction from a
team of catechists from within the Parish.
Welcome!



http://www.refugees-welcome.org.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.cnn.com/2015/09/03/europe/migration-crisis-aylan-kurdi-turkey-canada/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwj778GNyuvLAhXLsxQKHTXFDCsQwW4IKDAJ&usg=AFQjCNGxiGJHcDKpzVTvnb-MRAqKWygA5g

We are a Parish in Mission. Since 1991 we have hosted Life in

the Spirit seminars and Alpha courses. Through the help of

the Sion Community we have had 4 parish/school Missions; in

2000, 2005, 2010 and 2015. This has helped the Parish

community to deepen its own faith, and reach out to all of our

parishioners and the wider community. We offer i We | ¢ FORWARD AS FAMILY
and Renewaloto all. We have carefully considered what we UNITED IN FAITH
can do as a parish to improve our outreach ministries and

have undergone training with the Sion Community to help us in

this venture. For the 2015 Mission we proposed a new format

to the Sion team after the Forum identified the need to reach

out to families in the school and engage them in parish life.

In order to improve our outreach the Visiting Team
was created following the Mission in 2010. There
are 24 parishioners on the team. The Parish is
divided into 12 zones with 2 visitors per zone. We
currently visit the 665 homes on the parish register,
but realise there are still parishioners who are not
registered. We aim to ensure the register is up to
date.

Regular team meetings and training sessions are
organised. This has helped with our Evangelising
ministry T with twice yearly visits informing
parishioners about parish activities, inviting them to
be more involved or return to the Catholic Family if
not practising. The visitors also identify any
spiritual, pastoral or welfare issues and offer parish
support, e.g. extra visits by Priests or The Beyond
the Threshold Team (trained professional
parishioners who offer practical support and referral
to professional agencies.)In addition we have
Eucharistic ministers making home/hospital visits.
A team organises transport to Mass/Parish events.

We are a Parish of iWelcomeo !  prtVide new
families at the School and Parish with a Welcome Pack
giving information about the church and its activities.
We provide a welcome to our parishioners ensuring
someone is there to hand out the Mass and hymn
books. We have a team who provide teas and coffees
after Sunday Mass and parish events. We also have a
lunch club, a social event offering freshly cooked meals
for older parishioners. In addition we have social A Warm Welcome to Mass
events for fund raising or social gatherings. We also

link with the School through the Family and Friends of

St Monicads.




azyAol Q Witness - We have ensured that there is
Ministry opportunity for all parishioners to deepen their
faith. The prayer ministry meets weekly and
are dedicated in their prayer for the parish and
beyond.i Pr ay er Rmelspareavdilabl€
at the back of church
used to enter all requests. We have
opportunities for all parishioners to receive
prayer ministry after the Masses at Pentecost
and Advent. We provide further opportunity
for the development of our faith with regular
fLife in the Spiritdseminars and Cafe courses.
An ever increasing number of parishioners are
stepping forward to participate in church
ministries, being inspired to give Faith
testimonies, establishing and leading parish
groups. The ALiIittle Way He
formed a fACell Grouspo
some members from the Parish.

Parish/School/ Home links
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Welcome to

Volunteer spiritual mentor and parishioners work in school .
0 o St. Monica’s

leading T morning prayer with staff and parishioners,

childrenoés | ife ieatdayshpeayesspnithe i [BESHEAERRECS!
prayer garden. The children receive the Wednesday Word Parents Association
and their own Parish Mass cards.

In church there are weekly class Masses, whole school |y

Masses, Welcome Mass for reception pupils, and | e | . s

Mass for year 6 pupils. Families are invited to all Masses.
All Year 6 pupils are involved in parish Impact group before
they leave the school. All classes visit the church for
teaching and pr ayochrsheld atGMeakdnd
Masses. Chi | dr en 6 s | pregmmmaemis rhe¢lda in
church. School plays and presentations to families and : :
parishioners are held in church. The Urmston choral society | Morning Prayerin School

perform twice yearly in the church, and at Christmas are

joined by the school choir. The school participates in all @{

parish celebration Masses e.g. annual parish anniversary Chl lr‘@n
Mass and Mission Sunday.

The church is open from 3pm-4pm on Fridays and families HUROH
are invited to come in to pray as they leave the school.

All school children enter the parish Christmas and Easter

card design competition. Prizes are presented in church and

the winning design is printed on the cards and delivered by

the parish visiting team.
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Reaching Out i Our Missionary Role

Parishioners are employed and volunteer as chaplains or
spiritual mentors at several local schools: St Mo ni c¢
St Ant Wonstgn} Blesged Thomas Holford
(Altrincham).

Parishioners also work with The Little Way Healing
Ministry, Maranatha, as school speakers for CAFOD, The
Catenian Association, and The Salford Charismatic
Renewal group.

Our Parish visiting team visit homes on the parish
register, promoting the faith and offering welfare and
spiritual support.

We are represented on the
Gr o u warking together in prayer ministry.

At the Flixton Carnival we help to organise a prayer tent,
and provide refreshments.

Our Parish Celebration choir and school choir perform at
care homes and Catenian events.

Regular fund raising events are organised for various
charities including Cornerstone, CARITAS and CAFOD.
Our Impact group provides an opportunity for our
teenagers and young adults to continue to meet and
celebrate their faith together. Other groups include the
UCM, Parent and Toddler group, the Sewing group, the
50+ club and the Luncheon club.

Social events are organised to support charities and to
raise funds for school and parish.

The Family and Friendso f St  Mschodl woek 6 s
tirelessly to support the work of the teachers and the
children. We hold Christmas and Summer fairs T jointly
organised between the school and parish.
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A Team of Readers

IMPACT and UCM

Travelling Nativity

Apparitors & A Warm Welcome.

Refugee Crisis Fund Raising

Sewing Group

Celebration Choir

Refreshments




